
 
Eastern European 
 
Uhm, Talk about Eastern European first. 
 
Eastern European, okay? Uhm, out of all different races, I think they’re probably, not the most endurable… but I’ve been to a few houses, 
you know, and the English houses have often been less tidy than the Eastern European houses. I went to one in Dover Road and it was 
immaculate, then you go to one, on, say, Sun Lane and it’s, you know, awful… and I think Eastern Europeans, they work harder. I don’t 
think, I don’t know if they feel like they need to prove themselves - I don’t think they’re like that - but I think they’re a lot more sincere 
towards being in the country, working hard, often paying they’re rent on time. You know, I can’t really fault them for that. Uhm…seeing 
them a lot in the day, sometimes they come off a bit rude, uhm, in certain cases if they don’t speak English very well, I think they get 
frustrated. Cos obviously I’m frustrated I can’t understand what they are saying. But there’s a bit divide… you’ve got Polish, who work 
well, always pay they’re rent on time, but then you get the differences in terms of Lithuanians, Slovakians… 
 
See, I can’t really tell the difference? If I see someone… 
Yeah, I mean 
I can tell if someone’s Eastern European - which is strange. Cos like urm 
Yeah, they’ve got like a different tinge to them; their skin is more of a darker, darker white. 
 
Not just that - what they’re wearing 
 
I guess so, yeah 
 
I can tell when somebody’s like, a Russian girl, you know because they like wearing all the blingy stuff. 
They definitely dress a lot differently. Uhm, I mean definitely, instantly when you see an Eastern European person you think they’re going 
to be Polish but I’ve then found out the more you interact with them, find out where they’re from 
mmm 
they could be Lithuanian, they could be Slovakian 
…Romanian 
Serbian, Romanian, you know, they could even be Russian at some point, you just…  
Yeah 
but because everyone is just like drilling in on Polish people are taking over the country and you know… 
‘Eastern European’’s become a blanket term for you know, Polish. 
Yeah. You see someone who looks Eastern European and they’re instantly gonna be Polish. 
 
So can you tell the difference between a Polish and a Lithuanian person at work? 
Not, not like distinctly, but probably in a, a bit 
Are Lithuanians a bit naughtier with paying their rent? 
Lithuanians are more aggressive.  
Ah, that’s interesting. 
 
But, like I say – Polish, lot more sincere, a lot more ‘Sorry, don’t speak English just want a place’ blah blah blah. Lithuanians – bit more 
aggressive. They often go in more…not, don’t really have a family as such, they move in with friends and they kind of live in a bigger 
house with a lot of people. Whereas Polish people tend to be… couples, couples and kids you know? Maybe couples and a, a sister and a 
brother. But Lithuanians tend to be more in groups. That’s just what I’ve found really. 
But obviously, if an English couple come into my office, I’d be more likely to entertain them that any other race. Uhm.. maybe because I 
can relate to them? I don’t know. But if I had the chance, I’d definitely give work to an English person rather than a Polish person. Not 
because the English person is going to work harder, because I think in general English people are lazy and Polish people work harder. But, 
literally for the pure sense that they was English I’d give them the job. I could rest easy knowing that they was English.  
 
Would you date a Polish girl? 
Nah, not in the long term. I do think they are good looking but they make themselves good looking. You never know what their age is 
going to be. I think Kosovan girls dress as if they’re eighteen but they’re probably thirteen. …Maybe a brown girl – but not an Indian girl 
from India with an Indian accent. Born in England.  
 
And tell me how you feel about Polish cake. 
Love it. Absolutely love it. Probably one of the nicest cakes I’ve  ever had, and I always ask Nan to make it. It just works… it’s a slab, it’s 
communal. 
 
Indian 
 
Okay, let’s move on to Indian people. 
 
Indian people…I, I see a lot of Indian people who are actually you know, English people, in Gravesend. Uhm, maybe their grandparents 
and parents are Indian, and they themselves have got an Indian name, but they go under an English name.  
 
Indian people are hardworking though.  
Mmm, mm they are hardworking but… they’re hardworking in a communal sense but  
Like Indian people, as in, Indian, Sikh 
Yeah 
Cos I don’t think we have any other. I don’t think we’ve got many Hindus in Gravesend. 



No 
I see Sikhs rather than you know, Hindus and things like that. 
 
[time passes] 
 
…not foreigners as such but that’s the best word I can think of. 
 
It’s hard to know what term to use. 
 
Illegal Immigrants 
 
What do you think about illegal immigrants? So that’s different… so you can get friendly with somebody, if you accept them like as an 
English Indian person? 
Yeah 
Because are any of your friends illegal immigrants? Do any not speak English, or… 
No. 
… came here attached to a lorry? 
No. 
So that’s different then? 
And I honestly wouldn’t be friends with them if they were. 
That’s where I think the difference is. 
Mmm. You’ve got races and then you’ve got people coming into the country. And it’s different, it is different. Uhm…Illegal immigrants 
wind me up really. Uhm… we let too many people in. You need to be brave enough to say too far, nope. Where’s your work gonna come 
from, where’s your home gonna come from, how you gonna support yourself, and if you cant tick any of those boxes, you can’t come in. 
What about if they can tick those boxes? 
Then they can come in. 
And be a UK Citizen? 
[long pause] 
…Yeah. After a certain amount of time, I don’t know how long, but… 
I thought that would bother you? 
No. The one thing I would say is that they would have to pay a lot more in tax, that is what I would do. No necessarily illegal immigrants 
but people coming into the country. 
Non-British Citizens? 
Yeah.  
[long pause] 
 
I take back that you can be a UK Citizen, I don’t want, I don’t what that. I’ve thought about it now and I don’t want that.  
 
But I feel like a bit of a hypocrite. Like France shutting down kebab shops… that’s too far, that’s persecution. Cos I wouldn’t agree to that, 
I think that’s silly. Basing kebab shops around Islam, it’s just…is silly. But I would happily accept in when a Turkish man gives me my 
food in the fish and chip shop.  
Yeah nobody seems to mind when it’s the Turkish man and 5 o’clock in the morning giving them a kebab. 
Mmm, when they don’t have that… 
Or when it’s an Indian taxi driver working Saturday night.  
You’d struggle to find a very proud Frenchman who’d want to go and serve drunk people kebabs in the middle of the night.  
 
I really wannna make a film where I try and smuggle Nan into France, and see if I can get away with it. 
I’m not sure if you can do that. What would you do though? How would you…? 
Put her in the boot! 
[laughing] 
Or just whether they would stop us…an old, white lady. And a young white girl. 
They wouldn’t stop you. Nah, they wouldn’t stop you.  
British citizen, British passport.  
Probably if we went through as a family, they wouldn’t stop us.  
 
[pause] 
 
Tell me how you feel about Kosovans, we haven’t touched on that. 
No, no – you were saving that until last. Uhm… just awful. Just awful. The whole, you know, the attitudes, the sort of… they never seem to 
be at work, they always just seem to be loitering. They just, I don’t want to say that they dirty up the place but they spit, the litter, you 
know. Just seems to be all I ever see Kosovan people do… is wrong. 
Because if you wanted to offend somebody and they were Eastern European or that sort of thing, you would call them a dirty Kosovan 
wouldn’t you? That’s a Gravesendian thing right? 
That’s a Gravesend thing, yeah. 
‘Everyone hates Kosovans’. And all… 
You’re more likely to be a Kosovan… 
…dirty immigrants are Kosovans. 
Mmm yeah. In general, in general. But a Kosovan looks different to an Eastern European.  
 
 


